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Nanaimo, BC—Vancouver Island Regional Library (VIRL) received $1,120,491 from 
the yearly operating grant recently announced by the provincial government’s Ministry of 
Community, Aboriginal and Women’s Services, an increase of $34,002 over last year. 
 
 “We’re pleased that the province continues to recognize the valuable role libraries play 
in the development of their communities,” said Tom Krall, VIRL’s board chair. “The 
grant, in conjunction with municipal funding, allows VIRL to provide not just books and 
magazines, but also computers, Internet access and valuable online resources to 
customers no matter where they live in our service area.”  
 
Municipalities and regional districts where VIRL branches are located provide the 
majority of funding each year, totaling 85 per cent in 2004. The provincial grant makes 
up close to eight per cent of 2004’s funding with the difference coming from library 
generated revenue.  
 
“Collaborative support for the regional library at the municipal level demonstrates a 
serious local commitment to providing information services that meet the needs of 
changing social and economic times,” said Krall.  
 
VIRL customers borrow over four million items a year and can use any of the 37 VIRL 
branches across Vancouver Island, the Queen Charlottes and central coast.  
 
Licensed online databases provide an additional 8000 full-text magazines, newspapers, 
journals and encyclopedia resources to customers that are available from any Internet 
connection at any time requiring only a resident’s VIRL library card for access.  
 
VIRL also provides in-library programs such as free Internet training, classes for parents 
to help them keep their kids safe online, free instruction in the use of library computers 
and online resources as well as literacy programs such as Summer Reading clubs for kids.  
 
To rediscover your library, visit www.virl.bc.ca, or visit your local branch. 
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