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WHO WILL WIN THE BATTLE OF THE BOOKS 
ON CANADA READS 2003? 

 
Adrian Mills, CBC Radio’s executive director of Programming, is pleased to announce that 
CANADA READS will return to the airwaves in the spring of 2003, inviting Canadians to 
choose another book for the nation to read together. 
 
“I’m extremely pleased with the response to CANADA READS this year,” says Mills. “It’s a 
prime example of the type of programming CBC Radio is committed to producing: innovative, 
entertaining and significantly relevant to Canadian society. No other radio broadcaster would 
have been able to achieve on a national level what we have done with this project.” 
 
A week after it was announced as the winner during the first edition of CANADA READS on 
Canada Book Day, April 23rd, Michael Ondaatje’s In the Skin of a Lion re-entered The Globe & 
Mail’s best-seller list. It has remained there to this date. Another public response to the project 
involves the Chesley Area Friends of the Library (Ontario). They have issued a challenge to 
communities across Canada to see which one can have the largest percentage of its population 
read In the Skin of a Lion over the summer. The winner will be announced on CBC Radio on 
Labour Day. Details are found at www.friendsoflibraries.ca/canadareads.htm 
 
Due to the success of CANADA READS, the five novels nominated in the first edition will air 
as dramatizations this summer in a series titled CANADA READS (DRAMATICALLY). They 
will be heard beginning Sunday, June 23rd at 10 p.m. (11 AT, 11:30 NT) on CBC Radio One, and 
repeated Monday on THIS MORNING at 11 a.m. (11:30 NT) on Radio One. They will run in 
the following order: 
 
June 23rd, 30th and July 7th  The Stone Angel by Margaret Laurence  
July 14th  Whylah Falls by George Elliott Clarke 
July 21st, 28th and August 4th  In the Skin of a Lion by Michael Ondaatje 
August 11th and 18th  The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 
August 25th  A Fine Balance by Rohinton Mistry 
 
The Web site www.cbc.ca/canadareads contains further details about CANADA READS, 
including the online book club, and profiles of each book and author from the 2002 edition. 
 
CANADA READS showcases the CBC tradition of developing radio programming that 
enlightens, reflects and connects Canadians. 
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For further information, contact: 
 
David Barnard 
CBC Radio Communications 
(416) 205-5913 
david_barnard@cbc.ca                                 June 21, 2002 


