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Public Library InterLINK moves forward with Audiobook Program 
 
Lesley Wood Bernbaum, Chair of the Public Library InterLINK Board announced Tuesday, June 4th that 
InterLINK will maintain the audiobook tape replacement service currently provided by the Province of British 
Columbia as well as facilitate production of new BC and Canadian audiobook titles for the print disabled 
community.   George Abbott, Minister of Community, Aboriginal and Women’s Services has offered InterLINK a 
one time transition grant of $200,000 to help InterLINK provide an audiobook service.    
 
“InterLINK devised a five-year plan on how best to maintain the audiobook service adding new titles whenever 
possible.  Although we will not produce as many new titles as currently offered by the provincial program, we 
will make every effort to meet the needs of the print disabled community”, said Wood Bernbaum.  The plan 
includes the option for other libraries in the province outside of the InterLINK region to also participate.   
“Special thanks should be given to the public library administrators and staff group involved with preparing the 
plan”, Wood Bernbaum stated. 
 
“InterLINK is heartened by the support and advocacy efforts the print disabled community has demonstrated 
recently.   InterLINK and other BC public libraries are committed to finding a way to build on the foundation that 
has been developed in the province and look forward to working with the stakeholders in rolling out the plan.   
We will also work hard to pursue other sources of funding and to seek federal government support in this 
important endeavour”, Wood Bernbaum added.  
 
Today the current audiobook collection held in InterLINK libraries is comprised of 50,000 volumes (or 14,400 
titles).   InterLINK libraries serve 2,500 registered Audiobook users in their region (41% of the total in the 
province).     InterLINK’s and other BC libraries’ audiobooks will continue to be made available through direct 
borrowing and through interlibrary loan lending.  
 
InterLINK is comprised of 17 libraries throughout the Lower Mainland, Sunshine Coast, Squamish, Whistler and 
Pemberton region and serves a population of 2.3 million people.   InterLINK provides cooperative library services 
such as reciprocal borrowing, audiobooks, interlibrary loans, and promotes the provision of quality public library 
services to residents through open access to member libraries. 
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BC’s AUDIOBOOK PROGRAM – BACKGROUNDER 
 
Prior to the establishment of BC’s Provincial Audiobook Program in 1974, British Columbia’s print-disabled 
community had little opportunity to access British Columbia and Canadian materials.  Although other audiobook 
services existed, few Canadian and British Columbian titles were available.    In its 28 years of operation, the 
Provincial Audiobook Program has selected and produced approximately 7,000 titles.   
  
The transitional grant offered by BC’s Ministry of Community, Aboriginal and Women’s Services will enable 
InterLINK to maintain its substantial audiobook collection replacing damaged tapes whenever needed as well as 
contracting for production of new titles.   The InterLINK plan covers a period of five years. 
 
InterLINK will take over the Audiobook Program assets needed to support the continuation of this service.  There 
is some potential of revenue from other libraries in the province and throughout Canada.   
 
Production of new titles 
 
InterLINK is looking at how best the production of new original master tapes and their duplication can be 
achieved.  InterLINK will focus on BC and Canadian titles for those titles that are not produced in unabridged 
form.  These titles will be sold to other libraries in BC and Canada.   
 
Acquisition of titles 
 
Current acquisitions by province (2001)  Proposed acquisitions by InterLINK (2003) 
 
343 titles by commercial producers    400 titles by commercial producers 
200 titles produced by Province    50 titles produced by InterLINK 
150 titles acquired by CNIB    150 titles acquired by CNIB 
Total 693 titles (2950 copies)    Total 600 titles (2000 copies) 
 
Proposed funding plan 
 
With the provision of the $200,000 transitional grant from BC’s Ministry of Community, Aboriginal and 
Women’s Services, InterLINK anticipates that together with revenues from sales to other libraries in the province 
and Canada, and fundraising, the audiobook service will be adequately funded for a period of at least 5 years.   
However, the program will be monitored annually with a review of the program scheduled to take place in three 
years. 
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