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Collison’s Generosity Helps Young Library Users 

 

RICHMOND, B.C. – There are lovers, and then there are lovers of libraries. Luckily, 

John and Ruth Collison happen to fall into both categories, especially when it comes to 

Richmond Public Library. 

 

At the library’s Board meeting last night, Board Chair Lesley Wood Bernbaum gratefully 

accepted a cheque for $2,500 from the Collisons for the new Cambie Branch library. 

“The Collison’s generous donation will go towards the purchase of Book/Cassette Sets 

for children. These are sets of picture books or easy reading paperbacks with an 

accompanying cassette tape of the story. This lets children read along with the tape, 

and helps them learn to read,” said Wood Bernbaum.  

 

John Collison, a former Richmond Public Library Board Chair and member of the Board 

for many years, is a confirmed library lover. His vision for leading-edge library service 

and progressive programs helped make Richmond Public Library (RPL) the success 

that it is today. Ranking first among BC public libraries in number of hours open, books 

borrowed per hour, and number of public Internet stations, RPL is at the forefront of 

innovation and excellent customer service. 
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“John and Ruth want their contribution to count in a meaningful way, and they enjoy 

sharing in the excitement of the library’s accomplishments. Their extremely generous 

donation of $2,500 is a way for them to give something back to the library, which in turn, 

gives something back to the community,” added Wood Bernbaum.  

 

ESL learners of all ages who need materials with simple, easy-to-understand language 

may also find the Book/Cassette Sets very useful. They can gain conversation, 

grammar and pronunciation skills and strengthen reading comprehension from listening 

to the tapes.   

 

The Book/Cassette sets are essential elements for a literacy collection that supports not 

only family literacy but also the development of literacy skills for new immigrants and 

English-as-a-second-language learners. A wide variety of Book/Cassettes will be an 

enormous benefit to the residents of East Richmond. 

 

“The library Board and staff hope that others in the community will see the Collison’s act 

of generosity as an example to follow,” said Wood Bernbaum. “Donations to the Cambie 

Branch will help make a difference in the lives of others.” To support the Cambie Branch 

library call Shelley Civkin, Communications Officer at 604-231-6416 or donate online at 

www.yourlibrary.ca/mydonations.cfm. 
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Contact:  Shelley Civkin, Communications Officer 604-231-6416 

  Cate McNeely, Deputy Chief Librarian 604-231-6420 
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